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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D BATTALION, 513TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
(17TH ATRBORNE DIV,) BATTILE OF THE BULGE,
25 DECEMEER 19)/-9 JANUARY 1945
- ( ARDENNES CAMPAIGN)
(Personal experience of a Battalion S-2)
INTRODUCTION
This mnnographfcovers the operations of’¥he 3d:Battalion; 513th
Parachnte Infantry, 17th. Alrborne DlVlSlon, for the period 25 December
l9hk to 9 January 19&5 in the “Battle of the Bulge" Ardennes Gampalgn.v
It includes the movement forward to its first assigned mission in a com-
bat zone, the béttalion?s first action in combét; to the forced ﬁithdrawal
from Flamierge, Belgium;‘9‘Jhnnary 19456
| The Battle of the Buige was fought to stop and expel_a counter-
offensive launched by the German High Command against the First and Third
Armies in the Ardennes; Belgium on 15 December 1944, This assault was a
_desperate gamble to proiqng the war by seizing the initiative and delay-
~ ing the Allied offensive; The attempt met with considgrable success be-
cause of overwhelming Superiority in men and mabérialéia The mesﬁﬁard
atback of the Germans consisted of two prongs: one in the North toward
Liége was made by the Sixbh SS Panzer Army; the second was made by the
- Fifth Panzer Army toward Bastognes~ (1) ?
In order to stop the enemy's breakthrough; orders were issued on the
_18th December to the First and Third Armies to regroup and feorganize;
which piaced the First Army on the northern flank and the Third Army on
the southern flank of the enemy salient with the mission to atbtack énd
expel thé Gormans from this salient, (2) |
Whenjthis order was received, the Third Army had been preparing for
an. all~out offensive on the Siegfried Line in the vicinity of Zweibrucken,
to bégin on the 19th December l?hh, an Operatlon which had been planned

. prior to the German counter—offensxves (3)

(1) A1, p. 2455 (2) A1, p. 2455 (3) A-1, p. 168

3




that the 17th Airborne Division would move to the vicinity of Reims,

By the 22d December at 0600 hours, the Third Army had begzun attack-

ing the southern portion of the enemy salient with the III Corps, To

- the left the VIII Corps, also attached to the Third Army, was directed

to remain on the defensive, since the enemy contimued to penetrate their

‘lines, Gne of the components of the VIII Corps, the 101st Airberne"Divi-

sion, with attachments . was ordered to contmue to hold at Bastogne.

‘This division had closed in the Bastogne area three days before, with the
| nﬁ.ssién of helding the city of Bastogne, a hub of seven highways and

t.hree ra:.lroads and therefore the key to the Battle of the Ardennes,
because the rough terram and the adverse weather made control of the
roads and commmnication networks vitaly By 224 December the J._Olst Divie
sion had 'been eamp_letely enveloped; buﬁcontinued to i'epel attaeks-_ﬁade

by tanks, self-prope_lled guns, infantry, artillery a.nd mortar fire, The
weather was turning bitter cold and snow had been fal_lmg since the |
previous day. (4) o |

‘ After intense f:.ght.mg, loss of many troops killed or d@@\fbured, and
heavy 1osses of equ:.pment , the Germans' westward movement finally stopped

on Chr:.stmas Da.y, 194k after reaching its peak when German armored ele-

ments entered Ciney and Celles, an advance of about fifty_ miles;. (5)
On the 25th .Dece::nber 1944 in Moumelon; Franee; the 3d Battalion of

the 513th Parachute Infantry 1earxlied that all Aelenients of the 17th Aire

borne Division were to move forward to their first ‘assigned mssion in

a cambat zone, The regiment had arr:.ved at Meurmelon on the night 2k—25

- December after travelmg L0 miles by truck from A-70 A:Lr Strz.p, six

miles north o:t‘ Laon, France, to which they had ‘been flown that day fron
an airstrip near Chilboton, ‘England, |
The 513th Pérachute Infantry had received orders on 19 December 1944

France, air-landed as soon as weather permitted, This regiment had

(4) A1, p. 2455 (5) A2, pe 147




closed into 1ts assigned marshalling srea within 2} hours after:being
- alerted from Camp Barton Stacey, Wiltshire,; England, and awaited flying
Aweathefffer four days. .There the trééps h:;d time to reca:l.lk the many days-‘
of training they had undergone in preparation for that f::.rst day of com-
bate Smce their arrivel in Engla.nd on 28 August 192;1;, the 17th Air-
'bérne Division had been undergoing rigorous traa.ning ror probable employ-
ment in a fubure Airbome‘cperation. All airborne séldiers require the
same trainixig as a regular infantry soldier plus training in the technique
of imt:.a’omg the attack by a vertical envelopment, The majority of the
Snen going into combat with the regiﬁent had received all of their mili-
té,ry'training, including Basic training; since joining the regiment in
July-August 1943 at Fort Benning, Georgime |

At one time during tra.ining‘in England seVe:gal of the troops had
the feeling that 'Ehe European war was aboub overy Tne Commander of the
513th Parachute Ini‘a.ntry, Colonel James W, Coutts, promptly dispelled
this aﬁtitude; He assembled his cdmmand and told his men that the regi-
ment had great achievements to accomplish and would be utilized in help-
ing to ring down.the final curtain :Ln Europe , which would be the greatest
show of alle The German counter-offensive in the Ardernes soon.taught
the men that there were,indeed‘many battles yet o be foughts o

The movement of the 17th Ait"borne Division from England to the |
Re:uns area by the IX Troop Carrier Command required 1297 troop carrier
planes to land 13,397 personnel with their ‘personal equipment, (6)

The veh::.cles and artillery pieces traveled to the continent in a
seaborne echelon, which nnhampered by the poor air ns:.bility which
had delayed the airborne movement, closed in Mourmelon on 24th December
at about the same time the air-landed troops reached the city by trucks

- from Laon,

(6) A3, p. 18
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At Mourmelon the unit learned that the 17th Aiﬂ;eme Divis:‘.on
would continue by trick %o “the Meuse River to prepare a defens:we llne
- and remain there in SHAEF reserve, Upon arr:.va.l at Bugancy, about 50
.miles eaet. of Mourmelon, the battal_:.ons of the regiment were given their
_emet location along the Meuse River, A1l CP locations in the Division
were determined from a map study., (7) The 513th Parachute Infantry; _
wit}; engineers atteefxed, received the mission to relieve the lltl} Armored
Divisienlleca_,ted along the Meuse River from Stenay south te Verdun, about
a hé—m:‘le frontage, | |

The mission of the 17th Airborne Division along the river line was
to stOp the further penetration of the German break—threugh prepare. all
: cress:.ngs for demel_it:.on, improve defenswe positions, and be alert for
enenty barachutists. This Division was given reSpenmb:.l:Lty for the Meuse
from Givet south to Verdun, about 80 miles, |

On 26 Becember 194k at daybreak the 3d Batt.al:.on, 513th Parachute a
- Infantry, closed in thez.r assigned sector at Verdun and the rel:.ef of
the elements of the 11th Armored Div:.s:.on in that sector was completed by
noone ©Sn the sa.me date the Fourth Armored Division of the III Corps made
a break-through o Bastogne after fighting for four days to gain sixteen
miles, They continued to attack with the forces in Ba,stoghe,_ widening
their salient, (8) The Germans put up constant terrific opposition but
were never again able to encircle Bastogne, l |

Hearwhile , at Verdun, during the period 26-31 December, the 3d
Battalion, 513th Parachute Infantry, improved the defenses along the
Meuse River but saw no action except light strafing and light bombings of
towns, ra;il:feads; and bridges. While at Verdun the S-2, 3d Battalion,
Z_l,ecated, the headguarters of ﬁ{;e aircraft section of the 12th Army Greup',
and at their landing strip for observation planes he was able to see the

27) Statement , Brig, Gen, William M, M:.ley, Div Comdr, March 19475
8) A"lb pe 172




daily situation msp of the Battle of the Bulge, This was the only up~

" to-the-minute information of the battle situation as a whole that t;he

\ batta]ion had, and was disseminated daily to the troops.

On the 3lst December 1944 the 17th Airborne Div:.s:x.on was released
to the Third Amy, to be replaced by the 28th Infantry. (9) Om1
January 1945 the 17th Airborne Division was attached to the VIII Corps
and the Division was ordered to move from the Heuse River line , to
aﬁtack through the 1lth Armored Division at 1200 hours; 3 Janua.ry 19454
(10) ﬁ{e VIII Corps at this time was composed of the 17th and 10lst
Airborne Divisions s the 11th Armored Division, and the 87th Infantry
Division, (11) ' ) -

On 1 Januvary 1945 the 17th Airborne Division beéé.n te move to desig-
nated forward assembly areas near Bastogne, Belgium, The Division'order B
waé very brief; giving only vforw‘ardr assembly areas, Division objective;
ti‘me’of attack; ‘and a route overlay, It included no definite enemy in-
fomaﬁion.’ /

It was é.bou’o eighty miles from Verdun to the forward #ssembly area;
near Bastogne, for the 3d Ba.t’saln.on, 513th Parachute Infan’ary. On the
night .of 2—3 January, as soon as trucks were available , the 3d Batta.ln.on
began its movement forwa,rd.. The troops entmcked w:L’eh their combat equip~-

ment: mdlv:.dual arms, 60 and 8]mn mortars, light machine guns, bagzookas,

" ammnition, and two K rations each, sufficient to initiate combat, ALl

roads were slick as grease over the entire route, the sky was overcast,

~and a light drizzle i‘réze into a sheet of ice when it hit the highway.

~ The road wound through extremely rough terrain, All-the trucks were

large, open-panel, semi-trailer cattle trucks, Often the. troops were
obliged to detruck to sand the road in order to keep the cumbersome ve-

hicles moving, or heave back onto the highway a truck that had slid off,

- (9) A-1, p. 24635 (10) A-1, p, 204; (11) A-1, p. 204




ﬁlraculously only one truck was a complete loss after slld:.ng over a |
steep bank, and none of its occupants was :mjured. Its ba.dly shaken
‘troops were craxmed into the remaining averleaded tmcks.

The 34 Batt-al:.on arrived at Jodenville s Belgium, late in the after-
noon 3 Jam:la.ry, having ta.ken more than sixteen hours to travel 80 m:.les,
§00 late to launch the atback that had been scheduled for 1200 that days
There the Battalion received orders to detruck and remain in the village
overmght in regimental reserve, The batta;_ion commander was ordered to
report immediately to the regimental CP at Flohamont to receive a regi-; _
mental atback order; the atback to take plaée the foilewin.g morning, L
January, While the battalion eonmnde;-; Lt, Col, Edward F. Kent, 3d :
: Battaliog; with his artiliery liaison officer and the batﬁaiién',s S=3
and operations sergeant were at regiment to receive the a’étack oidex{,

Athe bat.ta]ion execu'bive officer was left m command. A battal:.on warnm

order was J.ssued troops were moved :mto designated bu:s.lda.ngs in the '

assembly area where only local secur:.ty was necessary, and the cold, web |
troops got a nmch-needed rest after the long truck ride in snow and
freez:mg temperatures. -

The same adverse weather and road condltn.ons that delayed the 513th
Parachute Infantry had also retarded the travel of the rest of the 17th
Airborne D:i;vision, so the én’oire Division'sd at’c&a.ek waf,s: post.ned until
the next day, L January, The Division planned te attack with twa reg:.-
ments abreast, the 513th Para.chute Infantry to the right and the l93d
Glider Infantry to the left, with the remainder of the Division in re-
serve. The Division at the time was composed of the 513th and 507th |
Pa.rachﬁté Regimeni;s s 550th Parachute Battalion; 193d and 194th Glider
Reg:men’os. |

The 34 Ba.ttal:.on Commander, 513th Parachute Infa.ntry, returned to
the Battal:.on CP and completed the issue of his atback orders by 2!;00
hours, 3 January. Ha.ps were issued that covered the area to the division
objec‘blve, both 1/100,000 and 1/50,000 scale, to the Company Commanders

and the Battalion Staff Officerss




The- Regmental a.ttack order prescribed that the 1st a.nd 24 Battalions
would attack through the 11th Armored Dlvn.s::.on at 0815 hours on A January ,
| fran present locations, moving due north to t,he L’Ourthe River about 10 |
mles north with the 2d Ba.t.tahon on the right to capture F.Lam:.zouJJ.e and
~the 1st Battalion on the left to capture Flamierge and to be prepared to
continue the attack on orders. The 3d Battal:.on would be in Regmental
reserve in the Bois de F'ragotte, and would occupy that mebile ‘reserve
position by 0815 hours, L Jamuary, All art:.llery fires were to be on call,
and a total of ll; ba.tta.llons of a.rt:.].‘l.ery was to be available for the
attack.

The only enemy information given to the battaln.ons was vague and in-
~definites’ It stated that small detachments of German infantry and tanks
had been operatmg in the regimental zone of act:.on and that the 2d Bat- -
tallen had repulsed an attack made by tanks and infantry shortly after
its occupation of its forward assembly area at Monty, A '

| Durmg the afternoon on 3 Jamuary the 2d Battalion closed into' its
area in Monty and all elements 6f the 11th Ambred Division there imme-
‘ dlately withdrew, which left no-one between the 2d Battalicn and the
enemy, Barlier that day the 11th Armored Division had engaged the enemy
for the fifth consecutive day, had gained 9 miles and suffered heavy
‘losses from repeated countézf-attacks. v (1@) Soon after the llth Armored
‘ Bivision :ﬁi'bhdré'ﬂ;v the 24 Batﬁa]ioxi was hit by a German attack by a
company of infantry and nine Mark V tanks, Colonel Allen C, lhller, oI,
2d Battalion Commander, ordered the battalion bazooka teams to be empleyed.
These' lmoeked' four tanks ou*'; of action and captured 30 German prisoners,
identifiéé. as being from the 29 Panzer Grenadier Regiment, The other
_ five tanks withdrew toward Fla.m:.zoulle. (13) Thus the 24 Battalion had

first-hand definite enemy :.nformatn.on, havn.ng enbaged the enemy prior 'bo

its first attack orders

(12) A-1, p. 246; (13) Statement, Col A.C. Miller




’ .

By the t:une .ﬁhe :'5131:}1 Parachute Infantry had iséﬁed its attack
order the &7th Biyioton, VITI Corps, had issued orders to contime thé
attack to the norbh on the left flank of the 17th Airborne Divz.s:.on. ()

The llet -Airborne D:.v:v.s:.on, VIII Corps s on the rlght flank of the
513'bh Parachute Infantry, was ordered to continue to defend Bastogne, (15)

| Al battal:.ons of the Regiment had completed issuing their orders by

0400 on L January, The Battalion Commander of the lst Battal:.on, located
in the Bo:.se des Valet last to complete issuance of the orders, was
forced, by Lack of time to prepare a better installation, to issue his
orders_;:i\;o} his company commanders and staff officers one at a time in a
. ‘two=man fox—ho;e, where a raincoat covered the top of the fo:ﬂnole sé a
flashlight could be useds The 1st Battalion had moved into area after
" dark snd the deep snow and cold wind made moving about in the strange
area extremsly difficults (16)

Reconnaissance was contimmous up until the time of the jump~off, but
neither battalion found any definite enemy information.

- The entire sector of the Ardennes has -'l:.arrajn characteri‘zed by a con-
tinuous range of hills; affording excellent connnand.’mg gréﬁnd. ‘The hills .
‘and ridge lineé are separated by narrow valleys and deep ravineg, and a
veritable network of streams appears to flow in all directions, ;l’he
L.‘,@urthe River is the main stream within the German salienb; it fiews in
eﬁery direction along its ‘cqurse; but its general direction of vflowiis
to the north, This broken terrain forms a series of cross com;ﬁartmen'bs '
for the attacker in almost any direction of attacks The hilltops and
ridge lines permit excellent observation in clear weather, and the n'nifom
h‘eights permit unobserved freedom of movement on the reverse slopes of

the hillS'o

(14, 15) A-1, ps 2&6- (lé) Statement, ILt.Col.Alton R, Taylor, Battalion
Commander, lst Battal'lon, March, 1947 .
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Fields‘of;fire are gcod on ‘the terrain except in the héavy woods;
but the deep snow and poor visibility during the offensive restrictéd
fields of fire of the attacker. The terrain is favorable for reverse
slope defense, | ) |

Much of the area is heavily ferest_ed and there are also many small

~ patches of woods, one after the cthér,‘ which provide excellent cover and

concealment for the defenders To the attacker, however, snow storms had

turned the wooded areas into an obs‘_bé.cle even to foot troops, forcing
them to advance g.éroés open counté'y.

'I‘he steep hills and woods restrict movement of mechanized ferces
generally to or near the roads, In good weather this is no obstacle,
as there are a few excqllent highways and the seeonda.ry road system is
goode The freqdent streams afford no obstacle because ther; is usually
, plenty of timber along the banks for bridging, During the Qattle .of the
‘Bulge ,ice and deep snow not only prohibited cross country movement, but
even‘ restricted advance on the best highvays. Consequéntly the tiny
villages astride the roads weré made into strong }poi’nts; There are three
‘main road centers in the Ardepnes: St. Vit.h; Houffalize, and Bastogne,
Of these, the city of Bastogne is the most important, since there are
seven highways a.nd three railroads entering the citys The roads into
BastOgne are the best ‘rou’c.es' of é.dvance to the west within the’ énémy
saiieﬁtg In addition there are many secondary routes in the immediate
area to permit the enemy to by-pass Bastogne to t.he‘ north and still
emerge on the main Fast-West Bastogne-darche highways This. was the
Germans‘ main supply route to the west. i |
| Thé village of Fiamierge, first objective of the 3d \‘Ba’c.talion‘, cox;é
sisted of twenty stone and brick buildings housing a pnpuiation of less
than l persons prior to World War II, Flamierge was locé.ted in a
hollow surrounded by rolling hills, hone niore than 100 feet high. The
village was the center of é secondary road system, a i'oad leading to |
the West, another to the Fast, and a third to the South. | '
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Snow began falling in the Bastogne area on 21 December =T (17)
By 3 January 1945 there had been a 6" fall, which increased to 180 by
9 January, and many snowdrifts excesded a depth of four feet, During
~ this period t.he temperature remained below freézing; on a few occasions
approachlng zero.

Visibility was poor during most of the month of January. The sky
was almost conbinually overcast s either from fog or blinding snowstorms; |
and therefore'no air support could be received until toward the eﬁd ef _

the offensive,

‘THE FIRST COMBAT, BATTALION IN RESERVE

On L January, at 085 hours, elements of the 513th Parachute Infantry
began to ’—move into th«_air first attack in an inverted V f_bnﬁation from
their departure areas. The 3d Bé.ttélion in régjmntal reéerve had occu=-
piedq ité‘ assigiaed mobile reservé assembly area in Boié de Fi'agotte. ;I'he
regimental_comlnand post had moved from Flohamont to £he v:i.c;inity of the
reserve battalion area for the attack,

Neither of the front line battalions had been able to secure any
definite enemy information before the attack even thoﬁgh pait;rollihg ﬁo
{the ‘front had been continuous. | ,

At this bime the Reserve Battalion Commander and his S-2 were at
~the Regimental Command Post. ‘ i

By 0900 hours the 2d Battalion advanced 700 yards; ever—rtmmng the
resistance of small arms fire; and captured several prisoners, But
shortly after 0900 hours they were counterattacked by self-propelled
88's, tanks, artillery and mortar, and infantry with axxbomat:n.c wea.pons.
The battalion was able to hold the ground gained by digging in under fire
while 'hak:i.ng’xh\ea,vy‘casualties. The only supporting fires that the bat-
talion had'at_ the time was 75mm pack howitzer artillery ang their own

mortars. The other 1A battalions of artillery which had been promised

(17) Statement, Captain Clarence A, Thompson, March, 1947



did not become a reaﬂ.ity until 1200 hours when the Corps Art:.llery
Liaison officer reported t.o the battallon. With this add:.t:.onal art:.llery
fire the battalion was able t.o hold the; ground gained and to reorganize
in place, | -

The 1st Battalion moved from its departure area dbout thirty minutes
late, because of the snow and unfam‘iiiar terrain making organization for
the attack difficult, First contact with the enemy *;vas made near the
Bastogne-llarche highway 1000 yards from the departure areas Cempany Bon
the. right‘ capf_:ured 20 prisoners at the road Junction with the Bastogne~
Flamizoulle highway: In the meantime Company A on the léft had halted
when their scouts located 8 tanks at the road junctien/with. the Bastégne.;
Fiainierge roads An attempt to get artillery fire placed on the tanks
failed because the art:.llery radio would not work, Company A was ordered
to attack the tanks after Gbmpany B secured the high ground located just
north oi" the Baétogne-ﬁaﬁche road and south of the road junction, As
Company B cfossed the highway they came under machine gun and small arms
fire from the front, and almost immediately theyiwere'hit on their left
flank by direct fire from tanks which had moved during a brief period of
fog to- 200 yards east on the Bastogne‘road.‘ This enemy force consisted
of six tanks; two self-propelled 88's, and infant;-y. Company B attempted 7
to knock out this force with small arms, bazooka, and mortar fire, In
so doing the Company was annihilated, all members either killed or
captured, The Regimental 3-3; Hajor Rosen, who had joined Company B -
shortly befére the company moved across Bastogxe, road, was also taken -
prisoner, (18) | '

The depleted bat‘oallon withdrew to Bois des Valet, where they re-
ergan:.zed and went into an al;l.-around defensive pqsa,tion.r

When the Regimental Commander learned that a 1500 yard gap existed

betwieen the front line battalions, he ordered 3d Battalion te-movg in

(18) Statement, Lt.Col.Alton R, Taylor, Battalion commander, 1st
Battallon, hga,rch 1914,7
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and £ill the gap immediately and take an all-around defenéive' position
astride the Bastogne road on ‘high ground 400 yards west of Honty; main- |
taining constant contact with the front line battalions, |

By 1200 hours the Third Battalion was in the new position;, so
organized thé.t fire could be delivefed into the zonesref action of éither
of the other two battalions, and 'so it could either aﬁtack or defend in |
all directions, The S-2 established the battalion observation post, which
site had Eeen previously selected by making a map study and had been
approved by the Battalion Commanders

The Battalion Intelligence Section, 13 men; dug in near the observa-
tion post where they furnished secﬁri’oy and operated the observation post. |
The S-2 remained at the observation post for the first four hours, Visi-
bility from there was good for 1000 yards even though the sky was over-
casts The battle in the 2d Battalion area could be seen plainly; 500
ya.rds to the north, The movement of several enemy patrols was ‘plot'bec'l
as was also the general location of enemy mortar posiﬁions. a few
scattered rounds of arti;lery and mortar fire fell in the 3d Battalion
area on 4 Jamary, ‘No injuries were sustained, |

By nightfall the position of the 3d Battalion was dug ih, a road
| - block was established 1000 yards west on Bastogne Réad; liaison had been
established; ard a flre ‘and patrol plan was eomplet‘ed.

At 0430 hours 4 Jenuary, the 34 Battalion S-2 visited the 2d Bat- .
talion eemfaand post.- ,.The whole area was still being shelled. Upon ‘
reéchjng the command post the 3-.2 was informed by the Battalion Executive
foicer; Major Irwin A, Edwards, that the rear area was getting as much
shel‘l.vfire' as the front lines; and he knew where—of he spoke bécause he‘
had just returned from tine front lines, So the S-2 returned to the 3d
| Battalion Observation Post, The new information received from the 2d

was that casualties had been heavy from both enemy and friendly shell




fire, and that one platoon had broken through the enemy position to
Flamizoulle but there they were killed or captured, (19)

| On the nighf, L5 January, patrols from the 3d Battalion obsémd
two small enemy patrols in the sector between lst and 3d Battalions, and
made contact with an enemy outpost a#f;oad junétienoiffgxamizeulle and
Bastogne Roads, Also the men at the road block on Bastogne Road fired
on a five-man patrol which withdrew to the north, No‘ other “‘ehemy
| ‘actiog was reported, | |

After darkness, the other two battalions reorganized to continue the

a.tﬁa.ck on the following moming, ’
‘ On the morning of 5 Januéry the 1st and 2d Battalions again moved
into the a’t’eack,‘vblinded by a windblown snowstorms '

The 24 Battalion was able to advance 250 yards, despite heavy
cas’ualtiés inflicted by heavy shelling and small arms fire, .ThefGe'rman
tanks and self-propelied guns had pulled back into Flamizoulle and were
firing from there. The 2d Battalion fought tenaciously and men with minor
shrapnel wounds refused to leave their units, They book several ‘German
prisoners in these woods. (20) |
| The 1st Battalion wmas unable to dislodge an ‘eshitﬁéﬁed 10 tanks s
Mark IV 's" and Mark V'.s; from the road junction Béstogne and Flamierge
roads, éo they were forced to withdraw to their defensive position, (21)

" The 3d Battalion on this day improved its positions and contimued
_ trying to learn more about the enemy,

Thé temperature was very low, the visibility zero excepfs for one-
brief period in the afternoon, Thus it was necessary to havé listening
posts rather than observation posts. For information, the battalion depend-
ed primarily on liaison offic.érs who were with the regiment and the other
two battalions,

(193‘Statement - Major Irwin A, Bdwards, Ex. O, 2d Bn., 4 Jan 1945;

(20) Statement, Intelligence Section, 2d Bn., 5 Jan 1945;
(21) Statement, S=3, 3d Bn., 5 Jan 1945
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" Several rounds of arﬁiilery and mortar fire fell in the 3d Battalion
area during the days Two men from the artillery liaison party were
killéd aﬁ ‘the %seﬁation Post, hit by direct fire from a self-propelled
88 during a brief period of y‘isibi]ity at 14 hours, The self-propelled
gun was‘ located 1200 yards to the northwest on the Flamizoulle Road,
Arti]léry fire waS'placéd on the gun by the arbillerj liaison officer
and the self—propélled gan withdrew to ﬁamizeﬁlle after it had fired ten
rounds at the Observation Post, |

. The artillery liaison officer :;eturried to his battalion to get re~
- Placements and to reorganize his party., This left the battalion witheutf
artillery support during the night 5—6; January because the artillery
liaison party did no‘bﬁeturn until the iiext moming.

~ Shortly after~dark the patrol leader of a L4~man i:atrel of the 3d °

Batté.lion Intelligence Section arrived half-frozen at the Qbserva’sién ]
| Pogt and reported an enemy outpost at the road junction Bastogne and
Flamizoulle roads; He estimated the enemy to be a platoon of infantry,
and reported that no enemy vehicles appeared to be in that area, Then |
" he told how two men of his patrol had been shot in both legs by méh:‘ne/
" gun fire and that the third man of the patrol remained with them to pro-
tect them until evacuated, The patrol leader stated that after the 7
patrol had been ﬁ.red on from a distance of 75 yards at 1500 hours, all;
four men. feli int.é the deep snow a’t' the same time, and were foﬁced to
remain lying there. unt:n.l dark,

The Intelligence Section evacuated the wouﬁded to the Battalion Aid
Station, These two‘men were the 3d Battalion's first casualties in
combats | | o ,

On the night 5—5 lJan.uary the enemy was inactive in ihe area immediately
to the front; except for a half-track reporterd}by the men at the road
block on Bastogne Road, At 2100 hours one half-track approached to .
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within 50 yards of the road block but withdrew before bazceﬁas could be
moved close enough to be effective., Apparently the half-track was on a
reconnaissance, or could have been flank security for an enemy mechanized
movement that took place later,

From the observatlon post during the hours 2200 to 2&00 eneny -
tracked vehicles were heard moving northrfram,Bastogne Road on to thé
Flamierge road and moviﬁg into Flamierge, When this movement was first
‘ detected, the S-2 telephoned the battalion command‘pqét and reported
this fo the Battalion Executive Officer then on dutys The Executive
Officer‘repliéd, "What the hell can I do about it?" and hung up. So
the S-2 notified the Regimental Command Post by telephone of the enemy
activity, and also the 8lmm mortar platoon of the 3d Battalion, The
mortars attempted to t#ke the mechénized movenment under fire, even though
it was béyonﬁ the extreme range. 7 |

By this time enemy were known to be concentrated in the Flamierge
and Flamizoulle area, By midnight this area was taken under értillery‘
fire; including that of Corps Artillery, for the rest of the night,
Afﬁer the artillery fire began, no further enemy movement was heard.

On 6 January the regiment remained on the defensive throughout the

Bnemy artillery and mortar fire were very active all along the
f&ont.- Some shelling occurred in the regimental area, appéréntky from
Nebeiwerfers)4§ixrbarreled rocket guns‘)

Snow fell throughout the pmauaeaswnzght and it was very cold,
Visibility during the day was poor, but in the afternoon there were
brief periods of unllmlted visibility.

At 0800 hours 6 Jénuary a message came to the 3d Battalion Obsermw-‘
tion Post which ordered the Battalion Commander'to report to the Regi-

, mental Command Post immedxately. The Battallon Commander expected an
attack order so he took with him his artillery liaison officer, 5-3, and

the operationgrsergeant. :

17




. They returned to the Battalion Command Post before noon and issued
a warning order. It stated that the 3d and 1st Batbalions were bo atback
‘at 0900 hours on 7 kJa’l:mary, and that the Battalion attack order would be
issued to ﬁhe subordz’nai;,e officers at 1300 hours,

For the attack the battalion had a battalion liaison officer and
one £brward observer, Infantry was to assist in adjusting the artillery |
fire, The artillery support was to be 75mm pack howitzers.

Oné‘ platoon of three 57 antitank guns, tavéed; was the only other
 support available to the battalion, The platoon leader and his company
commander- of the antitank company weré present for the attack order,

The enemy in the Flamierge area was es*b:imatedvte be a battalion of
infantry and its supi:ort pf at least 20 tanks and 5 self-propelled guns,

| By'lSOO hours all Gompa.ny Commanders; arfillery officers, and anti~
tank officers were assembled at the Battalion Command Posts They ac-
compa.nled the Battal:.on Commander to a vantage point near the ebservat:.on
post and there the attack order was issued. The Intelligence Section wes
securlty for the Command Group,

The mission of the Battalion was to capture the village of Flamierge,
to attack with two companies abreast at 0900 hours, 7 Jamary 1945, from
present positions; The axis of the advance would be we;t astride the
- Bastogne Road to the road junction at Flamizoulle Road, and at that road
'junctioxﬁ, the advance would change direction and move on a magnetic azimuth
of 335 degrees into Flamierge, The intermediate objective was to be the
high ground 300 yards beyond the road junction Bastogne and Flamizoulle
roads, The éssault companies were to be G and I companies, with I company
on ’ohé righty The Light Machine Gun Platoon of Battalion Headquarters
"Cempany waé to support Company G. The antitank platoon was to remain in
present position ready ,to displace forward on ordg:,. Cqmpany H was to
remain in battalion reserve;’ 4o maintain contact with the 193d Glider

Infantry attacking on the 3d Battalion's right and to protect the flanks




and rear, The reserve company was to be ready to displace forward on
order, All mortar and artillery fire was to be on call, and the infantry
would a‘djust the artillery fire, There was only one forward observér for
the attack, |

The Battalion Commander completed issuing his orders by 1330 hours,

~ and he warned everyone to avoid acposing themselves to the front, because

- visiblity was good at this time,

Scarce].;r had he made this warning than a mortar concentration fell
directly on the command group, It was 120mm mortar fire and at least 8
rounds fell in less than one minute's time, coming from the direction.of
Flamierge, Thls was the first and only mortar fire to fall on this posi-
ﬁien. It killed three efficersénd one enlisted man, and there were three
officers and nine enlisted men seriously injured, The officers killed |
were the Antitank Company Commander, the Antitank Company Platoon Leader,
and the artﬂ.lejﬁy forward 'obsérver. \The injured officers were lLieutenant
Colonel Edward F, Kent; Ba’ataiion Commander s Cap%aih Harvey O, Fry,

- Cempany I Commander; and Captain Elmer, Artillery Liaison officer. Six

of the wounded men were from the Battalion Intelligepce Section, Thgfe
now remained five of the original thirteen in the Intelligence Section,

The S-2 assisted in giving first aid until the Battalion Medical
Section arrived and evacuated the wounded, Then he returned to the
observation post to try 0 ‘learn more about the enemy,’ /

¥a jor Morris S. Anderson aésumed command of the battalion, First
L‘ieutenaﬁt Eugene S, Crowley assumed command of Company I, and Céptéin
Charles Jones reported to ﬂhe battalion during the night as artillery
liaison officer. The platoon sergeant of the antitank platoon assumed
command of his platoon.\» This was the reorganization necessary in the
batbalion priér to its fifst attacke | -

New enemy information reported during the afternoon wes the movement

* and location of enemy ammor, There were 15 tarks, five of which were

/

19




Royal Tigers, observed in the vicinity of the F.Lam:.erge and Flam:l.zeulle
roads, The 1lst Battalion alse ‘reported undetemined numbers of tanks
at road junc‘b:.on Bastogne and Flamierge Roads, (22)

On the night of 6~7 Januwary contact was ma::.ntamed with the enemy
outpost at road junction Bastogne and Mzoﬂle roads, The only other
pa’erolling was that of security‘ patrols;" No other eﬁmy aéiivityl was
reported, _ . ,

Up until the time of the battalion's jump off in their first a.ttack
the effec’o:.ve fighting strength was approx:.mately 765 men, The men-in
the battalion had a feeling of being very lucky because their casualties
had beeh so0 few; two officers and ten enlisted 'men had“been'wounded and
no one had been killed, The officers and enlisted men who had been killed
were with supporting units, artillery and ant:.tank. Aétuaily the men were
so tired of stay:x.ng in their frozem foxholes covered with snow that the
prospect of action was welcome, _

The battalion went into the attack with two boxes of K ration and
some extra ammunition, and to facilitate speed they took neither over-
coats nor beddjng.‘ Their uniform was the fatigue-combat clothing and -
combat bootss |

THE FIRST OBJECTIVE. BA’I‘TAEION IN ATTACK

On 7 January at 0900 hours t.he Bd Battalion moved into its first
vattack. ‘Béth assa.ult companiés moved rapidly forward in the cold, grey
mornings Visibilit.y was less than 100 yards, )

The 5-2 was directed to follow the atback oﬁ the left with Caété.in

' Henry P, Stoffregen, Commanding Company G, At this time the five remain-

ing Intelligence men were disposed as follows: one with the contact -
patrol on the battahon’s right, two with Company I, one with the S-2 and

one at the command post. : 0

(%2) Statement - Regimental S-2, Captain Gates Ivy, 6 Jan, 1945




‘ By 0930 hours Company G had made the first contact with ’c.he enenyy at
: road junctlon Ba.stogne and " Flamzoulle roads, This twelve-man outpost
was taken by surprn.se and t‘aey were wiped out before they could ret.um
any effective firey

Company I had equal success in over-running a small outpost of four

men in a house near Flamizoulle road, and by 0945 hours ’oheyg reported they
had reached the battalion's initial objective., Company G had also reached
the objectives | | |

But no sooner had the 'lea.d elements of the assault,co;npanies reached
- the high ground than both companies received a terrific 5ombardnrant by
artillery, mortar and tank fire. Two tanks acqompanied' by infantry were
driven off t_he’ objecti'&é in Comm Its sector by three bazooka teams;
but not until after Company I Lost one rifle squad oither killed or
: captured. Vlsib:.l:.ty reman.ned less than 100 yards,

Amored vehicles were heard 5.n the vicinity of both flanks of the
objective, so the assault companies halted on the near side of the crest
of the h:.ll, extending back to the Flamizoulle road,and the four bazooka
teams of each a.ssaﬁlt company occupied the objective, The teams found |
shell holes for gun positions,

At the time of the bombardment thé radio of Company G would not work
so the S-3 returned to the Battalion Observation Post and reported the
present situ;atien at the front, The Battalion Commander pas'sed on the
information to the command post, bhen ordered a section of the antitank
guns to the road juncti@n Bastogne and Flamizoulle roads, and ordered
the reserve company forward to a positién 100 y.ards’ east of the Flamizoulle
rda.d. ‘ | )

The observation post moved forward to the front line companies at
1000 hours and remained with the front line companies throughout the

remainder of the attack,



When the Battalion Commander feached the Flamié.ouile Road he found
t!tfe assault coﬁpanies attemptiné to dig fox holes in the frozen ground
while scattered artillery and mortar fire féil in the area, He learned
that the 'baizooka, teams of Company G on the objective had forced a counter-k
attack of four tanks to withdraw back into the fog toward Bastogne Road.
Also he noticéd signs»of confusion, For example, at‘ene place, seeing
several men milling around near an officer, hé asked the officer why he
did not settle these men down, to which the officer replied; "These
va.ren't my men," That éffi’cer‘soon learned that any and every'man was
"his" if that man needed helps |

VAt- 1030 hours another countezl'attack by six e;iemy tanks hit the .ob-
jeetive in Company G"s sector; again approaehing from Bastogne Road
firing their machine 'guns and cannon. Go.mpany;G's bazooks teams were
able to force back all of the tanks except one; émé.r'k IV tank charged
over the h:.gh ground toward the Flamizoulle road aﬁd was finally knocked
out by a bazooka team from Headguarters Coxnpany; just short of the roade

Also at this time one Mark IV tank and one half-track came in ‘behind
Company I from ?lamizoulle south along the Flamizoulle Road, The fire of
these two vehicles covered the area all alcrig the road up to the Basiogne
Road, Company I was able to drive ﬁhem both toward Flamizoulle with -
| small arms fire, Then the vehicles ;evere taken under vartillery fire until

they vanished beyohd the range of visibility. This was the first artillery
fire support that thé battalion had received; because until this time the
radies of both assault compénies would not work, |

Five tanks from the 1lth Armored Division came out of the fog to the
south; approaching the road junction Bastogne and Flamizoulle roads while
the iasﬁ £ight with the .enem,v tanks was -go_ing on, The Battalion Commander
directed the S—é to stop the tanks and put them in position behind the
- high ground on the south side of Bastogne road, from which position they
~ could take up either a full defilade or partial defilade position.




The 52 stopped the lead tank and explained the situation to the
tank ialatoon lea.der,,rbut the platoon leader insisted that he ‘must see
the Battalion Commander firste 'So the ‘platoon leader dlsmounted and lead
the tanks toward ‘the road Junct:.on. He then directed the lead tank to
park near the Bastogne road, east of a brick house near the road jﬁmction,
. The first tank moved to the designated spot and lest a track from anti-
‘tank mines, Without investigating for further mines, the platoon leader
Mediately waved numbers two, three, four and five in beside the number
one tank, Conseqx;.ently n.tmbers two and three also lost tracks‘frém anti-
tank mines, and within a very few minutes the other two tanks were knocked
out by a self-propelled 88 which fired direet fire from Vthe high ground
along Bastogne road 600 yards to the west, The S-2 asked the platooxi
leader if he could fire any of the guns on the damaged tanks fmm their
present position, but the p;latoen leader refused to order the gsms t6 be
put to use, When the Battal:.oa Commander learned what had happened to
his only tank support he sa:.d that he had not really expected any in the

first pla.ce.
The Battala.en Commander and the artillery lla:.son officer went up

to the objeetive as soon as the enmy tanks had been forced to‘w;thdraw. o
Soon the’Ba,ttavl.ion Commander returned to the Flamizoulle 'Road; but the
liaison offiéer decided to stay on the high ground until the battalion
continued the atbtack, planned i‘or 1130 hours, or sooner if bazoeka ammini-
tion could be secured before that time., The S-2 was d:.rec’oed to get
bazc;oka ammunition, _ '
o commnications with the Battalion Command Post at this time were
out of érder, so the artillery liaison officer's Jeep was borromed to take
a member of the Int.élligence Section back to the cotmand post with the
request for ammﬁitien. Starting out, the jeep passed near thev wrecked
ta.ﬁks and was blown up by an antité.rﬁc mine, Both the intelligencé man

and his driver were seriously wounded,
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No soouner hed this accident occurred than two jeeps with trailers
arrived with sufficient amﬁhnitien to continue the att\;deko The medical -
section which had been evacuating the wounded had elresdy notified the
Battalion S-4 about the shortage of bazooka Va;mnnitienq

The Battalien Intelligence Section noﬁ had three men remaining; one
at the battaiién‘ command post and one with each a:ssault compnye In addl-

_tion to the one put out of action in the jeep accident, another, the one who
had accompanied Company 3'3 »patrei, had been lost shﬁrﬁly after 0900 houré.
when the 1934 Glbider Infautry had been over-run by enemy tanks and infantry
 was forced back :to Ste Hande "Eti.ene after suffering heavy casualtiese They
were foreed to give up ms‘t‘of’ the ground tl;at had been gained on the three
previous days by the 2d Battalion, 513th Parachute Infantry, ’wliem they had
relieved on the night 6-7 Januarye |

Shortly after 1100 hours the 3d Battalion was ready to contims 'thg
attacke . 'rwo 8lmm mortars had displaced ferward-with the reserve company
and was now im position ready to support ﬁhe battalione All commnications
,werénom in working orders There was onl,iy oune support team missing, the
57mm antitank gunse ‘Thei\r_neﬁ platoﬁu leader, a sergeant, refused to dis-
piago from the initial posj.ti_ono__ o ' \
| The plan wés to attack on a narrow front 1z a column of companies, to
eﬁerﬁun any tanks that might intervene, and to selze their. original ayssiugned
. sectors in Flamierge’g The formatidn was to be Companmy H, less one platoon,
leading; then Qempaniés ¢ and io The one platoon from Company H was to
remain near Flamizoulle Boad in Battalion reserve. (One squad from this
. glateon hed been cut off grom the battelion while acting as contact patrol
with the 1934 Glider \1nfantry):’o All companiea were warned to mp dispersed,
because shell fire continued to fall in this areae.

The battalion was ready 0 move out at 1130 hours, when they underwent

another heavy shelling of mortar and artillery fire and the high ground,




initial objective of Company G's sector, was hit by a counterattack, com-
posed of a platoon of infantry following eight tanks and two self-propelled
88's, The two self-propelled guns moved to the high ground near Bastogne
Road and shelled east along the road, and also covered Flamizoulle road
with fire., The tanks moved in from the Bastogne road and were met by fire
from Company G's bazooka teams. Artillery fire was called for and adjusted
by the artillery liasison officer and tﬁe enemy infantry immediately with-
drew, The artillery fire was then shifted to the tanks, but failed to stop
them until the tanks had nearly overrun the bgzooka teams.and the artillery
officer in their shell holes, The artillery liaison officer, faced with a
choice of being crushed by the éncmy tanks or fired upon by his own artillery,
chose the latter and called fire down on himself, At the critical moment
the artillery fire forced back the tanks, killing some of the enemy infantry
and also, unforutnately, some of the men on the bazookas, but niether the
liaison officer nor his radio operator who had shared his shell hole was
injured, though they were badly shaken up, 'The liaison offiéer ceased the
artillery fire and reported to his battalion that the infantry was ready to

move out to capture Flamierge. Soon after this message was sent the radio

was knécked out by shell fragments, and its operator was sent to the rear
with instructions to bring another radio to Flamierge,

Eight bazooka téams were able to hold the initial objective alone
against tﬁgee attacks by tanks, and assisted by artillery were able to
repulse the fourth counterattack of tanks with infantry, They sustained
many casualties but the morale was high and there was always someone ready
to take over whenever a man was lost. Two of the eight bazookas were
damaged beyond repair. 7 » | .

The battalion moved out as soon as the last counterattack had been
repulsed, shortly after 1130 hours. i;l commmications were again out of
order because of the heavy shell fire‘dnring the tank atbtack. Casualties

were heavy during the initial bombardment, but subsequent shellings caused
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fawer casualties as the .men became better disciplinede
. The .companies moved repidly across the\initiall objective, despite the
deepfbsnewé‘ {'.L‘-'hev Battalion Commander was up front just behind tﬁe lead
scouts of Company He As the iead company cleared the crest of the higﬁ
‘ground, the battalion was taken under aéc;;urate heavy mréar ,firev and tank
fire, both direct and indirects "S.“he mortar flre came from‘the direction of
Flamierge and imgs adjusted by tanks that were visible through the fog only
when firing frcu# & position .within' 200 yards to the flank of the column; |
.The tank fire did very little damage because the troops were digpersed
and exposed for only & very short time while crossing the hill into a .
shallow drewe The mortar fire covered at least a 400 jard area of the draw,
- but tha troops were soon able' to follow the ladder pattern of the mortai
fire and hit the snow only when the fire got near theme The casualties were
few in comparison to the amount of shell fire.
The battalion kept moving on Flamierge until halted 200 yérds short of
" the village because artillery fire had begun to fall oh the villagee At'
“first it was thought that the artillery was evemy fire, but as the amount of
fire rapidly increa;eﬁ thare could be no doubt but that it was our owne It
_had' t0 be Gorﬁs artilleﬁy, because there were battalions of it, and hundreds
of rqunds fell for more than tén minutese
The S-2, who had been at the head of Company & with the Gompan& Commender,
went forward to contact the battalion commander as soon as the artillery fire
began to fall on Flamierges The Battalion Commander ordered him vto recross the |
initial objective and get everyone left behind, since every man was needed
for .theattackc So by the time thg artillery fire ceased the S~2 was on his
wayvxbaek to the Bastogne and Flamizoulle road junctidn, and the companies had
moved into position for the assault of their ob,je‘ctiveo\ The artillery fire
ceased as abruptly as it had begun. Immediately the baistalion moved to the
objective, even though theie was no aésurance that the artilrlery would not
repeat itself.

-
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- The village of Flamierge was taken, apd the battalion was organizéd
well enougi; to meet a counteratteck by- 1300 hourse 1In taking the objective

‘the battalion had kiile& about thirty Germans and had kn;)cked out one Mark
IV and one Mark V tanke éhe Herk IV burned after being hit by several
rounds of small arms fire, and the HMark V tank was‘ surprised unbuttoned and
was burned with white phosphorous ‘grenades- ﬁo 8 CH mértarsv weré found in
ﬁring position with several hundred roun&s of emmunition near by, and there
were ‘alse small érmé Weapons and small arms ammunition found, in the viliage-
1t was apparent t];at éeveral troops and ¥ehicles hed left the villege
| hur‘;dé&ly jast prior to, or in the early stages of, the artillery fire.

The $-2, returning to the resar, dodg_ed scattered mortar fire still
falling where the battalion had beeg hit by the laét heavy mortar fire
congentrations A few soldiers had been left behind there to give first aid
to the wounded. The white snow, at one place, was almost completely black~
ened by mortar flre for more than 100 sguare yardss

Three. stragglers frem the Battalion Observation Post group ware found
-in shell holes on top of the inltial objectinve- One of them was the
battalion operatibns sergeant and the other two were a wireman and a
messenger- from Headquarters Company. The p:_l.atoon in battalion reserve was
the next group loocated, and they were notified to move on into Fiamierge.
7As the 5~2 with his three straégle-ré approached the road Jjunction at
Bastogne and Flamizoulle roads,.he observed troops moving west along the
south side of Bastogne road, and he sooub recognized them as the 24 Battalion,
513th Parechute Infentrys The S-2 located their Battalion Commander to find
out what was going one He learned that the 2a Battalion had been givén
the 1lst vBéttalieﬁ’s original missi'on of capturing the high ground in the
vicinity of road junction Bastogne and Flamierge roadé, and were ordered to‘
- tie in with the lst and 3d Battalions in & defensive positione. The 5-2 was 5
directed to havé the 34 Battalion tie in with the 24 Battalion on Bastégne
road 300 yards west of the vroad junction Bastogne and Flamiérge roa&s during

the nighte Even after the S-2 notified the Battalion Commander of the known
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eight enemy tanks and thé two self-propelled 88's and the unknown number

of enemy infantry in that particular vicinity, the Battalion Commander still
insisted that. the two battalions should tie in at the originaily chosen
position,

The 24 Battalion had reached the position on Bastogne Road, where they
were first observed by the S-2, shortly before 1300 hours, They had started
" marching as soon as the Regimental Commander ordered the 3d Battalion to

continue its ’a.t’c.ack and capture Flamierge, Meanwhile the 1lst Battalion had
been forced to reoccupy its original defensive position after being hit by
a counberattack of eight tanks with infantry shortly after jumping off at
0900 hours, Because the crews on the antitank g,uris refused to leave their
foxholes, the Battalion Commander with infantry had manned the 57mm anti-
tank guns and assis‘oed the bazookas and small arms weapons in repulsing
this counterattack. The attack continued until one Mark IV and one Mark V
tank had been knocked out and the rest withdrew, The lst Battalion there-
after remained on the defensive. (23)

After he could find no more s’oragglers , the S=2 sent a message to t}le
3d Battalion command post giving the latest information. This message v;aé

“carried by the battalion medics, who were still evacuating the wounded,

At 1400 hours the S-2, with the ithree stragglers, started back to
Flamierge, moving west along the Bastogne Road through the 2d Battalion.
They were told that the 2§1 Battalion had already taken the road junction at
Bastogne and Flamiergé roads, so they proceeded west about éOD yards, only
to discover that the front line stopped there, 400 yards short of the road
junction and on line with the initial objecﬁive of the 3d Battalion, They
decided to move to the north east from Bastogne Road and then approach
Flamierge by the original route of their battalion, The party was aboub

fifty yards from the road when visibility suddenly lifted from 200 yards to
(23) Statement, Lt, Col, Alton R. Raylor, Bn. Comdr., lst Bn,,March, 1%7.
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'over 1000 yards, which left them exposed to the enemy strong péi-nt less than
400 yards to the west at the road‘ junctione The Tour stiil had 100 yards to
go to get to the cover of the shallow drew previously used b& the bai:talion,
and 't'fxat was the only covered route to Flamierges No sooner had visibility
extended than the party was téken under fire by two machine guns ﬁ'om the
i_'oad Jjunctions It took the four men about an hour to run atﬁ crawl the 100
yards between hurgts fii'ed by the machine guns, but. they made 1t with no
injuries to gnyone'of the groupe They reached Flamierge about 1500 hours,
some time after the reserve platoon arrived, and the S-2 immediately
reported to the Battelion Commander the latest information about the lst

and 24 Battalionse¢ Realizing that he eould not count on suiapoxft from the
other two Battalions, the Battalion Commender set ebout organizing his
battalion well enough to hold the villege without helps The village was
org&nized in an all-around defensive position, with Company G responsible
for the sector to the south and wes$, Company I at the sector east and
south, and Company H at the northern ‘sec',t_zo-r- The battalion reserve counsisted
of walkiqg wqb.nded and messengers located cenﬁrailyq ‘Aid stations were set
up in two seperate basementse The 'batta;iop at this time had only two
medids to care for the wcunded.

The S-2 was directed to cheeck the orgemization of the defénsive,‘
position. He found that the men were mixed in all companies and that the.
‘exchange of men would take place after darke Meanwhile, all the men were
digging foxholes in whatever company area they happened to bee

While the S-2 was in Compeny 1's sector he learned that another of his
intelligence men had been imjured by morter fire before reaching the
: objec;.tive, and he 1océted the one remeining intelligence man operating“an
observation post observing to the east and uorthéast. '

There were three directions from whichv the battalion was most likely
. to be attacked by teanksse Gompany I established& a road block on the rdad,
leading from Flamizoulle, and Compeny G established road blocks on the twor

roads that leaed into the village from the west and southe
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During the afternoon the battalion was not .counterattackad as they had
expec'te& té be, although the village was shelled fregquently by tanks from
the ‘road ;jﬁnction Bastogne and Flamierge roads ounly 700 yards awaye There
were twelve tanks and two self-propelled 88's éeen at the road junction,
and tanks were also heard ﬁo the east in the vicinity of Flamizoulles A4n
. enemy outpost was located by Company I 500 ;;ards east of i?la.mierge— '
Flamizoulle Roads '

Two vehicles were captured shortly before dark, oune an embulance with
& medical aid man and two GearmanA soldiers, the other a Ford V-8 station
wagon carrying two non;eommissionad officerse The ambulence was carrying
several rounds of tank and small arms ammunition. In the station wagon was
found a hot meal for the 100 bmen who had been in the Flamierge area before
the 34 Battalion's occupatione %The non-commissioned ofi‘icérs who brought
in the food from the 15th Panzer Division had not learned about the entry
of American troopse The fdod was boiled cabbage with a ;few cubes of pork
in ite This was distributed to the wounded men, and the Germen medical aid
man we;a put to work caring for theme ‘

At no time during the afternoon did the enemy attempt to enter the
village in any forcé. The enemy wes on all three sides of the village and
considereble enemy vehi-cular movement could be heard aftgr dark‘ in all
'sectc;rsa One three-man German patrol was captured by Company G about mid-
night in their sectore From these prisoners the (battalion was able to
learn that the Germans plemned to counterattack the viliage from the north
and east early next morning with 25 tanka plus Panzer Grenadiers and other
reinforcéments- Tlﬁs information merely emphasized a foregone conclusion
that the increased enemy activity in the aree was 1':1 preparation fo? a

¥

‘counterattacke

The 34 Battalion's Commander received a message from the Regimental
Commander that evening whiciz asked if he could holdé the town, and the

answer was in the affirmati{re.

i
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| Each company kept half of its meu on the line at all times on two-
hour shifts, while the other half of ~the company was in'basémeutm
-During the night a party of. twenty men from the S-4 section hand-
carriéd K retions to Flemierge, and the Battelion S-3 and Battalion
Surgeon éame in with them, arriving at 2400 hourse At 0300 hours the S-4
'ﬁrought in two 2‘% ton t;rucks loaded with ammunition and more K rationse
' He stated that he had run the enemy strongpoint at road junction Bastogne
and Flamiergé réada without being challenged, _ﬁrobably because #he' enemy
assumed the trucks to be _Ger&an- He also.reported thet the 2d Battalidn was
.dug in near the 3d Battalion's initial objective, and that he had seenb two
éermé{n tenks and one half-track at the road Juncti;an. |
The Battalion _Surgeon,‘ Captain Arthur Fe Young, gave blood plasme
%0 the serioﬁsly wounded, and after rédressiug some of the injuries of the .
walking wounded he ‘utiklized the seven prisoners in helping the walking
wounded to return to the reer at 0400 hourse
- Shortly thereafter the 8-4, First Lieutenant Pgul Mo MGGuiie, sent té
the rear his two trucké and( the two cap“turedk vehicles loaded with woundede
The four ill-assorted vehicles entered the enemy strong point at thebroad
Jjunction unchallenged as beforee But after the last vehicle had' cleared
the road junction by 100 yards all the vehicles were fired on by tank and
machine gun fire and though they were successful in reaching the rear, one
of the wounded was killed by the machine gun firee
Because of the lack of transportation it had been impossible to bring
in thbe overcoats and bed&ing that the troops enteriﬁg Flamierge had been
obliged to leave behind, ‘and; the men suffered comsiderebly that night from
the severe c¢old weather and & heavy snow which feli throughout the night

added to their discomfort.

FLAMIERGE, BATTALION IN DEFENSE AND WITHDRAWAL

By daylight on the morﬁing of 8 January évefything’ wes quiet and

evid@_bces of the previous i day's fighting had been obliterated by the

z
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heavy blanket of new snow. But at 0850 hours the peaceful scene was
abruptly destroyed when the enemy counteratiacked in force. Eighteen tanks
with infantry and two self-propelled 88's came from the northwest, then
down Bastogne Road to the road junction south of Flamierge vand shelled and
machine gunned the 3d Battalion area for at least twenty minu’c.evs s and then
shifted their fire onto the 2d Battalion. Two of the tanks were Mark VIts,
Royal Tigers. Meanwhile Company H reported foot infantry attacking them
from the north, and Company I reported four tanks whiéh had approached from
Flamizoulle firing into their sector.

Compa.nyv H, commanded by First Lieutenant Charles H, Martin, was able to
repulse the first attack with the two captured & cm mortars without revealing
their front line position .on the high ground north of Flamierge.

By 0910 hours the 2d Battalion, just coming under fire from the tanks
at the road junction, was also hit on the right flank by four tanks from
the direction of Flamizoulle, These attacks made the 2d Battalion's
position untenable, and they withdrew as rapidly as possible to thé vicinity
of the Regimental command post in Bois de Fragotte, thus withdrawing their |
support from the now surrounded 3d Battalion in Flamierge.

The enemy tanks along Bastogne Road, less than 700 yards from Flamierge,
again turned ’c.héir fire to the 3d Battalion and shelled this area through-
out the morning, Company I forced the tanks in their sector to withdraw
by the use of mortar and small arms fire.

Company H received a second attack by foot infantry shortly after the
first attack was repulsed, This time the lead squad of the enemy, dressed
in American uniforms without helmeté s got to within fifty yards of the
company before they were récognized- as enemy but as soon as the ruse was
discovered they were killed by small arms fire, Then a group of enemy in
company strength attempted to make a frontal attack against Company H
but this atté.ck was stopped by mortar and rifle fire. There was no more

enemy activity in strength in this sector until early afternoon.
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At 1400'hours the Gérmdns cgunterattacked again, covering the entire
'bat?élion area with morter, teank, and machine~gun firee Then foot infentry
again attacked Company H, eight tanks with infantry hit Company'l's sector
frém the éast and seﬁtheast, four,tanks with infaniry coaverged on Company
G from the northwest, and fourteen tanks and two self-propelled 88's to the
south along Bastogne Road moved ﬁp and down the north side of the reﬁd,
shelling and mechine-gunning the entire sector.

eompan& H was able to stop the enemy infentry with their two Germen
mortars and wiﬁh small a?ms fire. Company I forceé.tﬁe enemy infantry to
wlthdraw with their one 8lmm mortar firing Gefman mortar ammunition, and six
of the eight tenks also withdrewe Two broke through to the centér of the
4village where one was knocked out by a bazooka and the other was caused %o
bgrn\#fter being hit with a heavy concentration of small arms fire. Gompﬁqy
G was able to kill seversl enemy infantry with rifle fire end to disable ons -
Mark V tenk bj~b#zoeka fire, but the gun creﬁ on the dissbled tank khoéked
out two'bazooka téams and then manéged to hook up their wrecked tank fo its
companion tank which dragged it out of the areas The other two tanks had
previousiybbeeh forced to withdrawe -

This heavy counterattack by twenty-six tanks and two self¥propelle&

' 88's and about 150 infantry lested for more thenm an houre All the enemy
infantry not kiiled and all the tanks except the two knocked out withdrew.
The tenks along Bastogune Road, hoWever,'continued sporadie fire untilkdarkg
. The,3d Battalion suffered heévy'casualties. Most of the bazooka téams were
kiiled and ali%ﬁht;foﬁr‘of the original twenty bazookas had been made.
unusables The continued defense had been made possible ounly by the use of
captured enemy arms and ammunitioné The battalion had started ouf with four
8lmm mortars but three of these had been ﬁut out of action at the roed
;npetion Bastogne and Flémiéoulle Roads by enemy counterbattery fire befﬁre
the batta}iou got to Flamierge.
Three patrols, ome from the 507th and twp from‘slsty Parachute Infantry,

‘attempted to reech the 3d Battalion after the attack but were unable to
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penetrate the German lines, (24)

Shortly after dark the Battalion S-4 with three men went back through
enemy lines to the Rogimental Command Post and reported that the 3d
Battalion still held, and that a SCR-300 radio had been repaired, The
| battalion soon received several messages in code, and aé soon as he recog-
nized the sender the battalion rad;i.o_operator explained that no signal
" operation instructions was available, Soon another message was received
in the jargon of the Amefican cowbey; included as part of a casmal con-
versation. Tlig message was approximately thus: "Heturn all doggies to
the old corral, Leave one sawbones and one ram rod with fhe ailing
v herd," There was no way to authenticate the méssage, but the Battalion
Commander rightly recognized it to be an order from ﬁhe Regimental Commander
for'the battalien to wiﬁhdraw to "l';he‘ regimental area, leaving a medic and
an officer with the seriously wounded

Accordingly, at 0100 hours the withdrawal began. The battalion with-
| drew in eighteen groups of 15 to 20 men each; ‘ﬁith fi#e minutes time
elapsing between the departures of each group, The 18th group consisted
of the command grpup; lead by the S-2, None of the groups met with any
enemy opposition, which was fortunate because the men were barely in con-
dition to walk the two miles through knee-deep soft snow, wéakenegl as
they were from exposure, lack of sleel;, and shock from shell firee

It might have been possible to have carried out the seriously wounded,
but few would have survived the extreme colds Of thé 19 seriously wounded
' left behind thére were four officers and fifteen enlisted men, In addi-
tion there were two uninjured battalion medics and one German medic to
look after them; and a less seriously viounded officer was leﬁ; in charge
to surrendér the wounded. |

The remnants of the 3d Battalion had closed in the Regimental area

by daylight on 9 Jamary, Of the 780 of them who had left this position
(24) Statement - Sergeant'(Gidley, Regimental S-2 Section, 9 Jamary 1945 °
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in Bois de Fragotte five days previously, there {vére now approximately
350, The 3d Battalion had paid a heavy przce, but it had won all its _
battles aga:.nst a superior .t‘orce.
NOTE: The 3d Battalion reoccupied Flamierge two days later without
enemy opposition, and zﬂ:o»ntinuedv to fight in the Battle of the
Bulge until '29‘January.“ The battalion killed and captured over
300 Germans, It lost over 500 men, elther wounded, captured or
killed, |
ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

- In ma.lung a study of the report of th:.s opera.t:.on the reader will ]
see that the 17th Airborne D:_Lv:.s:wn was given a most difficult assigrment g
for its first time in combat,

Airborne forces, when committed in the attack against an equal or

| superior enemy, are normally reinforced, It nms’e be assumed that the Army

and Corps Commanders were cognizant of the employment, capabilities, and
TO/TE of Mirborne troops, Therefore., it is certain that the 17th Air-
borne Division would not have been given this mission; which was fore-
seeably beyond -its normal capabilities , unless such employment of the
division contributed to the overall plan for the final defeat of Germany.
This was a Command decision, and applied the principie of economy of
foi-ce. |

The 17th ﬁas given the mission of relieving an Armored division that
had been in the iine for oz;ly five days, but was so severely subjected
to strong armored eounteraftacks and suffered such heavy casualties that
it had became badly disorganized and neéded relief out of the line for
reorganization. (25) |

The operation of they 17th Airborne Division in the Bastogne ‘areé.
was considered a success. General Troy Middelton, VIII Corps Cqmmandez:,

on 22 January 1945, ’sold Lieutenant General Lewis H. Brereton that the

'(25) A-;, Do 246
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17th Airborne Division had saved the day at Bastogne. On 30 January 1945
General Parks told Gengral Brere‘bon that he had heard General Patton
. quoted as saﬁ.ng that his decision to employ the.l7th Airbofﬁe in the
attack was "the best decision he had made in the war. He felt that if
the 17th had not held, the German FPanzers might have gotten in behind
him as he attacked on the flank," (26) |

From the viewpoint of the regiment, several things could be brought’
out whleh would have made this operation more successful: o VV

(1) The initial orders to the 513th Parachuté Infantry would
have been more complete if they had included a complete Intell:.gence
amnex, which could have easily been obtained because the information was
availabig at the 10lst Airborne Division at Bast.dgng. :

(2) The initial phase of the attack would probably have been
less costly if the regiment had been permitted to use deléﬁ.ng a:ction in
its opening phase to gain time for planning, reconnaissance, and co-
ordination, ‘ |

 (3) Many of the difficulties encountered in the initial phase
could have béen overcome in the sﬁbsequent action if two principles of
war -—— Masé, and &ononr.y of Force — had been adhered to. The regiment,
with its wide from;age, failed to increase its str:k:.ng power by employing
its force in a main effort and a seconda.ry effort.
| (4) The Regimental S-3 can be severely criticised for not
rémaining at the regimental command post to assist his commander during
the ¢rucial phase of the battle instead of becom:.ng involved in an

" encounter not part of his assigned duties,

There are several factors which contributed to the 3d Battalionls
successful accomplishment of every mission assigned to it in the Battle

of the Bulge:
(26) A~5, pe 39
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(1) Euch of the success can be attributed to the training;,,
will-power, self-confidence, initiative, and disregard of self by both
officers~ and men,

(2) Their hamg remained in regimental reserve in their
offensive-defeﬁsive posi’oion in the opening phase of the attack gave
them an opportunity to become indoctrinated to battle,

(3) & contributing factor in the acéomplishmént of their
migsions was the excellent leadership of ‘the Battalion Executive Officér;
Major Morris ‘Andersen; after he assumed command, He was able to carry
his #roops with him regardless of the many /obsbacies that confronted
them, '

Here it should be mentioned that the original Battalion Commander,
Major BEdward Kent; ‘can not be adversely criticised for the loss of the
command group at the vantage point on the eve of battle, because in all
his previous training, both at schools and on maneuvers, he was taught
that the issuance of orders was supposed to occur at a vantage point,

(4) The mamner in which ihe Battalion S-2 was used in this
situation was advantageous, He was of more value up with the attacking
troops assisting the commander against an ,already known superior force
than he could ever have been back at the coxﬁmand poste .

The outstanding adverse criticism that can b_e. made of the 3d Battalion
concerns their radio commnication. The radio personnel was not trained
sufficieﬁv“t.ly to keep their radios operating under céndi'bioné of extreme |
cold and in deep smow, Much of the trouble, however, could have been
| avoided if the higher command had provided liquid waterproofing for the
- radios, On the credit side; it may be said that the{radio’men did well
cin repairing radios that were hit by shell fragxﬁents.

Wire cammmications were impossible to keep because of the large

amount of shell fire and the great mumber of enemy tracked vehicles en-

circling the objective. |
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The antitank 'personziel » in refusing to displace forward with the
é.ttacking battalion, showed that those men had ‘not been adequately
trained for total war, and that the enlisted men had not been taught to
assume command whenever their leaders were lost in combat,

The platoon leader of the platoon of five ,tanks' fran the llth
Armored Divisiaﬁ, who deliberately ran his tanks over mines to avoid
engaging the enemy, was either poorly trained or an example of combat
fatigue, |

- The Batta.lion S-2 was at fault in failing to send all information
available to higher command, but, on the other hand the battalion never
did rece:.ve any Jnfomation from h:.gher headqmrters. :

It will be eas:tly seen that speed was the greatest weapon in this
action, The’ a:trborne troops normally accomplish their mission by making
'the greatest possible use of speed and surprise, because both their
training and equipment are inadequate for a prolonged operation.

The Germans can be adversely criticised for not ma.klng a more deter-
mined effort to find out the strength and composition of the 3d Battallon.
The lack of aggress:.veness and courage in their counterattacxs,\ and their -
lack of alertness at their strong point at the road junction all coﬁtri-
| buted to their failure to/ overrun the 3d Battalion's position in
Flamierge,

The reader should cafefully analyze. all first battle actions and
give them a great deal of consideration, inasmmch as the next battle for

which we must prepare, will, if it comes, be the first battle of a new war,

—

Some of the lessons to be learned fram this operat:.on are:

(1) In an atback there are three vital merequ:.sz.tes.ron- '

" ordinate units,




(3) essi ead . uni i -
3) Aggr ssive leadership of small units determines the out-

come of the operation, once the attack has been launched,
HRENRREER

(4) Green troopsarementallybetter preparedfor combat if

they have had some ba.ttle mdoctrlnatlon,
" S8 y.- e o |

when no antitank weapons are available,

Small arms flre can be effect:.vely employed aga:mst tanks

(6) A troops mst be trained to take over  the next hlghest
job whenever a leader is lost in combat, RS LN
(7) It is :Lnadv:Lsablefor alion.commander o emble

his subordn.natesatavantage ,po:.nt to recea.ve orders 3 1ssuance of orders

‘can best be accomplished at the command post supplemented la.ter by indi-

vidual reconnalssancec

(8) Umt conunanders nmsb not lose sight of their primary

mis SZLOIl.

e (9) A canma.nder must have availablemore than one mea.ns of

communication,

Mﬁg) Ccmmanders at all levels should knew the capab:.llt:.es A

and 11m1tatlons unlts under ’c,he:.r ccmmarxi.

Severe weather condltlons ha.ndlﬁ? 3p movement and require

e A R

_ special ’oechnical, tactical, and logistical measures,

(12) Weather and terra.:m, correctly eva,luated can be effec-,

tively’ employed as a weapon against the enemy.
(13) The power of a well—d:.sclplmed we]_‘l.-tra:med individual

aga.inst overwhelm:mg odds shouldneverbeunderestmated. S
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